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What’s 
InsIde

Mayor’s Message
Page 2

The Mayor talks about the CIP and his 
visits to the top 100 businesses in Garland.

New Rec Center Opens
Page 2

Visit the 
new Harris 
Hollabaugh 
Recreation 
Center in west 
Garland.

May General Election
Page 3

Find the important 
dates and be sure 
to vote in the May 
14 Garland General 
Election.

Winter Conservation Tips
Page 4

Some tips from GP&L on how to save 
energy this winter and also save money.

Fix a Leak 
Week
Page 5

How to check for 
leaks, plus other 
water conservation 
tips.

Community Arts
Page 6

To Kill a Mockingbird, 
CPA Class #37, GSM, 
GSO, GCT, GCMA, and 
much more in downtown 
Garland.

At the Library
Page 7

Renovation and Conservation, Harmonicas 
and Harper Lee, at the Garland Libraries.

Recreation
Page 8

Jazz, Improv, King Fu, 
Shutterbug Competition, 
and family fun at the 
Garland Recreation Centers.

Volunteers to Operate Offsite Adoption 
Center for Garland Animal Services

Garland’s University Channel Project 
Recognized for Excellence

“Super” 
Festivities

Friday, February 4
NFPFA Ultimate Golf Challenge

Firewheel Golf Park

Saturday, February 5
Living Legends Luncheon

The Atrium at the Granville Arts Center
972-205-2795

Saturday, February 5
NFL Mothers Gala

Dancing with the NFL Players
The Atrium at the Granville Arts Center

972-205-2790

The Nicholson Memorial Library 
System launched HelpNow, JobNow and the 
Adult Learning Center on January 1.  
Access to these services is free to Garland 
library card holders from the public 
computers at your Garland libraries or from 
your home computer, and is available seven 
days a week, from 3 to 10 p.m.

HelpNow is a comprehensive suite of 
tutoring services which includes homework 
help, state-aligned skills-building, a writing 
lab, study and collaboration tools, and an 
adult education center.  Students of all ages 
may connect to a one-to-one live session with 
a carefully-screened tutor, and sessions can be 
conducted in English or Spanish.  Tutors are 
available for grades K-Adult in mathematics, 
science, social studies, English, reading, and 
language arts.  The Writing Lab allows users 
to upload resumes and papers or reports for 
analysis, and the 24/7 Question Center 
allows users to post questions any time and 
receive a response within 24 hours.

JobNow provides tools to help with a job 
search, including a resume builder, 
downloadable resume templates, and 

Lawn Care Assistance Program

Library Launches Online Tutoring
interviewing tips. A job seeker may also work 
with a live interview coach who is trained to 
help with interviewing techniques and how to 
answer difficult interview questions.

The Adult Learning Center is dedicated 
to the needs of the adult learner and offers 
resources geared toward lifelong learning.  
This section also includes GED assistance, 
preparation for the U.S. Citizenship test, 
academic skills building, ESL help, and 
Microsoft Office help.  The intensive Writing 
Lab offers help with business writing, term 
papers and resumes.

For information about these and other 
online resources, visit your neighborhood 
library, log onto www.nmls.lib.tx.us. or call 
972-205-2502.

The City of Garland Code Compliance 
Department is now taking applications for 
the Lawn Care Assistance Program. This 
program will provide summer mowing for 
seniors (60 years of age and older) and 
disabled Garland homeowners who are 
physically and/or financially unable to 
maintain their yards and have no other 
assistance available to them to keep in 
compliance with City codes. A yard 
maintenance contractor will be retained to 
provide mowing services every other week 
from April through September.

Applications may be picked up at the 
Code Compliance Office, 210 Carver Street, 
Suite 101. Citizens who are unable to pick 
up an application may call 972-485-6400 
and request that an application be mailed.

Submit applications to: Code 
Compliance-Lawn Care Assistance 
Program, 210 Carver Street, Suite 101, 
Garland, Texas, 75040.  Applications must 
be returned to Code Compliance along with 
required documents by March 18, 2011. All 
applications are accepted on a first come first 
serve basis. Space is limited to the first 90 
qualified applicants that submit complete 
applications. Incomplete applications will not 
be accepted.  Call 972-485-6400.

The Texas Council of Engineering 
Companies recognized the City of Garland’s 
University Channel Project with a Gold 
Medal in the Water Resources category of 
the 2011 Texas CEC Engineering 
Excellence Awards.  This recognition was 
awarded to Freese and Nichols, Inc. of Fort 
Worth, the engineering firm that designed and 
managed the project for the City of Garland.  

This project consisted of approximately 
3,500 linear feet of channel restoration in a 
tightly developed residential neighborhood.  
The homes were constructed in the 1960s 
and 1970s.  Through the natural aging 
process of this preexisting drainageway, many 
of the properties were experiencing erosion.  
This erosion had threatened the structural 
integrity of homes and pedestrian bridges.  

In 2004, the City Council and Garland 
voters approved a capital improvement bond 
package that included funds to make 
long-term repairs to the aging and 
deteriorating channel.  Developing a 
“self-mitigating” channel project saved our 
City more than a half-million dollars in 
environmental mitigation costs compared to 
buying mitigation bank credits.

The team worked diligently with City 
staff, property owners and the entire Garland 
community to develop and execute a sound, 
aesthetically pleasing design. Ultimately, the 
team assisted Garland in defining and 

achieving four storm water management 
goals: 
•	arrest downcutting from increased 

drainage;
•	control stream bank erosion;
•	minimize impact to homes and ancillary 

structures along the channel; and 
•	minimize environmental impact of the 

restoration project.
The project 

was substantially 
complete in 
October of 2010.  
As a Gold Medal 
winner in the 
Texas 
competition, the 
University 
Channel Project 
will automatically 
be entered in the 
national competition.  

A new partnership will open more doors 
for homeless pets in Garland!  Garland 
Pawsibilities, a local non-profit volunteer 
group, will partner with Garland Animal 
Services to operate and staff an offsite 
adoption center at a vacant former fire station 
at 3136 South Shiloh Road.  Garland 
Pawsibilities will host adoption events for 
animals from the Garland Animal Shelter.  
“This center is a great location for citizens 
and businesses to donate time and money for 
the benefit of animals who need a home,” 
said Adrianne Erwin, President of Garland 
Pawsibilities.  

Humble Beginnings

For more than five years, the volunteers 
from Garland Pawsibilities have hosted 
offsite adoption events to help find homes for 
animals from the Garland Animal Shelter.  
Events were typically held on a monthly basis 
at various private locations throughout 
Garland such as Oak Park School and 
Firewheel Town Center.  During that time, 
Garland Pawsibilities has placed hundreds of 
animals into loving homes.  Based on the 
long standing relationship between Garland 
Animal Services and Garland Pawsibilities, 

City management made the vacant 
city-owned facility at 3136 South Shiloh 
available for the group’s use.  

“We are excited to provide a fixed location 
for an offsite adoption center and we expect 
the positive energy from Garland Pawsibilities 
volunteers to translate into higher adoption 
numbers for Garland Animal Services,” says 
Jason Chessher, the Deputy Director of 
Health over Garland Animal Services.  He 
adds, “Garland Animal Services will provide 
a never ending supply of adoptable animals to 
Garland Pawsibilities’ offsite center.”

About Garland Pawsibilities

“Garland Pawsibilities’ mission is to 
improve the lives of animals by increasing 
shelter pet adoptions, assisting with medical 
care, and offering essential pet education,” 
says Erwin.  Some of the group’s goals for 
2011 are to find homes for unwanted or 
abandoned shelter animals with assistance 
from community rescue groups, provide 
essential education as a basis to foster 
responsible pet ownership, promote 
sterilization (spay or neuter) of animals, and 
support the health of animals through 
vaccination programs.

Garland Pawsibilities plans to begin 
adoption events at the new facility in 
February and will transition to regular hours 
of operation during the weekdays, evenings 
and weekends by the summer of 2011.  To 
achieve this goal, Garland Pawsibilities is 
seeking citizens and businesses who will 
donate the time, money and supplies 
necessary to operate an adoption center.  To 
donate resources or for more information 
about Garland Pawsibilities, visit 
www.garlandpaws.org.

Back Row:  Adrianne Erwin, Jan Stoutimore, Charlotte 
Weiss, Sheryl Cutler, Lesa Lohman, Bev McNamara.
Front Row:  Debbie Stout, Maria Llano.



City Council Meetings
 

The Garland City Council meets the first and 
third Tuesdays of each month at 7 p.m. in the 
Council Chamber, 200 North Fifth Street.  
Meetings are broadcast live on CGTV, the City’s 
government access channel on cable television, 
with several rebroadcasts during the week 
following each meeting.  On Council meeting 
days, a City Council member briefly discusses 
agenda items on CGTV at 3, 4, 5 and 6 p.m.

Work Sessions are normally held the Monday 
before Council meetings in the Work Session 
Room, first floor, City Hall, 200 North Fifth 
Street.  Specific items and dates are posted 
outside City Hall on Friday before the scheduled 
meeting. Work Sessions are also televised live 
with rebroadcasts during the week.
Watch the City website, www.GarlandTx.gov, 
TimeWarner Cable Channel 16, or Verizon 
FIOS Channel 44 for meeting schedule updates.

Garland City Press
Published by the City of Garland

Editor                                        Dorothy White
Co-Editor/Reporter/Art Director   Donna Irwin

Send comments or questions to: Dorothy 
White, Public and Media Affairs, City of 
Garland, P.O. Box 469002, Garland, Texas, 
75046-9002.

CIty CounCIl dIstrICts

TV Listings ~ CGTV
Meeting dates subject to change

City Council Meetings
Live Broadcast - 7 p.m. 

February 1 and 15, March 1 and 15 
Rebroadcast following the meeting 

Wednesday - 9 a.m., Friday - 7 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday - 9 a.m. and 7 p.m.

City Council Work Sessions
Live Broadcast, 6 p.m. 

January 31 and February 14,  
February 28 and March 14 

Rebroadcast following the Monday meeting 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday - 9 a.m. 

Wednesday and Thursday - 7 p.m.

Crime Watch
Daily 3 and 6:30 p.m.

Garland In Focus
Daily 5:30 a.m., 8 a.m., and 6 p.m.

Living in Garland
Daily 7 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Plan Commission
Live Broadcast, 7 p.m. 

March 28
Rebroadcast following the Monday meeting 

Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday - 9 a.m.

Billboard - Daily
Daily Schedule posted on City of Garland website 

www.GarlandTx.gov

Fraud, Waste, and 
Abuse Prevention

The City of Garland is committed  
to the prevention of fraud,  

waste, and abuse. 

Report anonymously fraud, waste, and 
abuse of City resources 24 hours a day.

972-205-2739

Minority/Woman-Owned 
Businesses

mmGarland’s Procurement Inclusion 
Program goal is to include minority and 
woman-owned suppliers in every segment 
of the City procurement process, affording 
them an opportunity, on a competitive 
basis, to be considered for and awarded 
City business.
mmContact the Garland Purchasing 
Department at 972-205-2415 or email 
purchasing@ci.garland.tx.us or logon to 
www.GarlandPurchasing.com.

Calavo: the Fresh taste oF 
suCCess In Garland
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Message From The Mayor

Mayor’s Evening Out
Thursday, February 24

Hollabaugh Recreation Center ~ 5-7 p.m.
3925 West Walnut

Mayor’s Evening In
Thursday, March 31
Mayor’s Office ~ 5-7 p.m.

City Hall, 200 North Fifth Street

To reserve a time slot, call 972-205-2471
or email edattomo@ci.garland.tx.us

Mayor Ronald E. Jones
972-205-2400

mayor@ci.garland.tx.us

In late December, Garland’s newest 
recreation center opened its doors to the 
public.  By early January, more than 1,600 
visitors discovered the new Harris 
Hollabaugh Recreation Center, located at 
3925 West Walnut Street, just west of 
Jupiter Road.

Hollabaugh Recreation Center is a 
7,000 square foot facility with a large 
multi-purpose room useful for meetings and 
party rentals, a smaller classroom, a “Body 
Shop” fitness room similar to those at 
Granger and Fields Recreation Centers, an 
outdoor pavilion, and a kitchen accessible to 

both the pavilion and multi-purpose room.  
The rooms, pavilion and kitchen can be 
reserved for private parties and meetings. 

Fitness passes can be purchased to use 
the Body Shop.  Councilwoman Barbara 
Chick (pictured below) was the first patron 
to purchase a fitness pass at Hollabaugh.  

Harris Hollabaugh Recreation Center 
Now Open

Families have been making great use of the 
neighboring park.  The park includes a 
playground, walking trail, and open play field 
with picnic tables.  

A dedication ceremony for the recreation 
center and park was held Saturday, 
January 22.  For more information about 
Hollabaugh Recreation Center, please visit 
www.garlandparks.com or call the center at 
972-205-2721.

Comprehensive 
Plan 2030

The complete draft plan 
document is available online.

For more information 
 on the plan and  

upcoming public meetings,
visit EnvisionGarland.org  

or call 972-205-2865.

Senior Citizens Advisory Commission
Since its establishment in 1991, the 

Garland Senior Citizens Advisory 
Commission has worked to generate 
broad-based public awareness and support of 
issues concerning Garland senior citizens.  
The Commission functions in an advisory 
capacity to the City Council on issues that 
have an impact on the quality and enrichment 
of life for Garland residents 55+.  
Commission members are appointed by the 
City Council and meet on the first Thursday 
of each month at 9 a.m. in the City Council 
Work Session Room at City Hall. The 
public is invited to attend.

The Commission addresses many topics 
of concern for our aging population, in 

particular senior safety, senior transportation, 
and senior housing.  The Commission tries 
to stay abreast of the latest information on 
these subjects.  

City staff also keeps the Commission 
updated on activities, programs, trips and 
services that are provided for seniors through 
the Garland Senior Activity Center and the 
Carver Senior Center.

Commission members are as follows:  
District 1 – Leea Thompson Fudge, 
District 2 – Claudia Jenkins, District 3 – 
Jack Patterson, District 4 – Vacant, 
District 5 – Mina Andersen, District 6 – 
Stacy Jarrett, District 7 – Charlotte Piercy, 
and District 8 – Joanne Stephens.

This is the first of a series of business 
profiles based on visits by Mayor Ronald E. 
Jones to the top 100 businesses in Garland.

Located at 2600 McCree Road in 
South Garland, Calavo is the largest 
marketer of fresh avocados in the United 
States.  Because of the popularity of 
avocados, consumption has nearly tripled in 
the last five years.  In addition to fresh 
avocados, Calavo is the leading marketer of 
refrigerated and frozen avocado products, the 
largest fresh Hawaiian papaya marketer in 
the mainland, and has recently launched a 
line of fresh salsa and tortilla chips.  

Calavo moved their operation from San 
Antonio to Garland in February 2009 to 
improve logistics and service time for their 
markets in the U.S.  Moving their operation 
to Garland has allowed them to improve 
service delivery times by at least one day.  
The excellent proximity to DFW 
International Airport simplifies travel for 
customers, growers and vendors traveling to 
the Garland location.  On average, Calavo 
employs approximately 100 employees at 
their Garland plant.  

Calavo markets fresh avocados from 
more than 4,000 growers worldwide, 
supplying the nation’s smallest and largest 
retailers and foodservice customers.  The 
Garland facility has a unique program, the 
ProRipe VIP (Verified Internal Pressure) 

program, which is a sorting process using 
acoustic sensors to determine internal quality 
and pressure characteristics of each avocado.  
In 2010, Calavo sold more than 125 million 
ProRipe VIP avocados, of which a third 
were ripened at the Garland plant.

Calavo began as a grower’s cooperative 
in 1924 and continues that tradition of a 
passion for quality.

Early each year, the 
Garland City Manager 
submits a proposed 
Capital Improvement 
Program (CIP) to the 
City Council.  The 
CIP reflects the 
planned investments for 
the next five years in the 
City’s infrastructure, 
municipal facilities, 
specialized equipment, and economic 
development initiatives.  

The primary goal of this year’s CIP 
strategy is to work toward completion of 
projects approved by Garland voters in the 
2004 bond packages without triggering an 
increase in the Debt Service Tax Rate.  The 
philosophy behind this strategy is to address 
the City’s critical infrastructure needs while 
minimizing the tax impacts on our citizens 
and businesses.  

This year’s CIP is heavily weighted 
toward street and transportation projects and 
also includes funds for the infrastructure and 
improvement of electric, water and 
wastewater services.  

The City Council is scheduled to 
approve this program on February 1, 2011.  
The complete proposal is available on the 
City’s website, www.GarlandTx.gov, at the 

City’s public libraries and in the City 
Secretary’s Office.

Corporate Citizen Profiles

As Mayor of Garland, I have made it a 
priority to visit the top 100 businesses in 
Garland to learn more about their needs as 
corporate citizens.  Every business in 
Garland, small and large, is important to our 
community.  They provide jobs, tax revenue 
and services.

In recognition of the importance of our 
area businesses, the Garland City Press will 
begin publishing a series of profiles of some 
of the businesses I have had the privilege of 
visiting.  The first installation takes a look at 
a fresh produce marketer, Cavalo.  See the 
article below.

The Preservation Society for Spring 
Creek Forest will host the 18th Annual Trout 
Lily Tour on February 26.  Tours will begin 
at 10 a.m. and at 1 p.m.   The tours are free 
to the public and begin in the parking lot at 
the Spring Creek Forest Preserve, 1770 
Holford Road.

The Trout Lily is one of the first 
wildflowers to begin flowering each year.  Its 
natural habitat is found in hardwood 
bottomland forests that have had very little 
impact from the built environment.  The 
flowering period is only 
two to four weeks long, 
and the entire plant 
cycle is complete in 
about 10 weeks.

The tour is 
designed for both 
novice and advanced 
naturalists and is an 
excellent way to learn more about our local 
environment.  The tour will be held rain or 
shine, so come prepared for the weather.

The Preservation Society for Spring 
Creek Forest meets the first Tuesday of each 
month at the North Garland Branch Library, 
3845 North Garland Avenue, from 7 to 9 
p.m.  To learn more about the Society for the 
Preservation of Spring Creek Forest or about 
this event, contact the Parks and Recreation 
Department at 972-205-2750 or at 
www.springcreekforest.org.

Trout Lily Tour
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May 14 General eleCtIon

dallas County severe storM ProGraM

sWaC BasketBall 
CoMes to Garland

Animal Services News
Garland Animal Services had a great 

year in 2010 and is planning even better 
things for 2011.  Beginning with the 
partnership with Garland Pawsibilities, 
detailed in an article on page 1, Garland 
Animal Services will coordinate several 
promotional events and is also working on 
additional partnerships with civic groups and 
businesses to place more abandoned animals.  

Discounts

On Saturday, February 12 from 2 to 
4 p.m. Garland Animal Services will offer 
$5 rabies vaccinations and discounts for 
animal registration and microchip implants.  
The Garland Animal Shelter is located at 
600 Tower Street.  

Garland Animal Services is committed 
to holding regular low cost vaccination and 
registration events throughout the year in 
conjunction with other promotional events.  
Visit GarlandAnimalServices.org  for more 
information on upcoming events.

On the Wild Side

During December and January, Animal 
Services Officers worked to relocate domestic 
Muscovy ducks from two ponds where they 
were creating nuisance conditions.  More 
than 30 ducks have been relocated to ponds 
along greenbelts or in less populated areas of 
Garland.  

ASO Justin 
Craft, pictured at 
right, releases two 
domestic ducks 
relocated due to 
nuisance conditions.  

Animal Services has received numerous 
“nuisance wildlife” calls primarily due to 
coyote sightings during the past few months.  
Please remember that under normal 

circumstances, coyotes and most other native 
wildlife are not a threat to humans or 
domestic animals.  Citizens can minimize 
nuisance wildlife contact by keeping their 
pets on a leash or within a fenced enclosure 
and by minimizing the availability of food 
intended for domestic animals, but available 
for wildlife.  If you observe wildlife damaging 
property or exhibiting unusual behavior, 
contact Garland Animal Services 
immediately at 972-205-3570. 

Success Stories

Check out 
this example of a 
success story from 
Animal Services.  
This dog was 
recently 
impounded and 
placed with a local rescue group after the 
owner failed to reclaim the animal.  Now it is 
an irreplaceable member of a local family.

Remember success 
stories like this the next 
time you want to add a 
pet to the family.  
Garland Animal 
Services always has 
plenty of friendly 
animals ready for 
adoption.  Be a good 
citizen and steward of 

your community by shopping Garland 
Animal Services first.

Thank You

Garland Animal Services would like to 
thank Diane Carpenter, Paige Murry, Scott 
Morris and many other citizens for their 
recent donations that help provide comfort, 
care, and placement of impounded animals.  

February 14
First day for filing application for place on 
ballot, 8 a.m. (Campaign Treasurer 
Designation for candidates or specific 
purpose committees may be filed prior to or 
with this filing and must be filed before one 
may campaign for an elected office.)

First day for filing Declaration of Write-in 
Candidacy.

March 14
Last day for candidates to file application for 
place on the ballot, 5 p.m.

Draw for order of names on ballot.  Council 
Chambers 5:30 p.m.

March 15
First day Dallas County Election 
Administrator’s Office may receive 
applications for early mail ballots.

March 21
Last day for declaration of write-in.

March  22
Last day for candidate to withdraw from 
race. The name of a candidate who 
withdraws or is declared ineligible by this 
date, is omitted from the ballot.  

April 4
Deadline for all candidates to file Personal 
Financial Statements.  (Texas Ethics 
Commission, Form PFS)

April 11
Deadline for all write-in candidates to file 
Personal Financial Statements.

April  14
Candidate/Specific-Purpose Committee 
Contributions & Expenditure Report due in 
City Secretary’s Office no later than 5 p.m.

Last day to register to vote in May 14, 2011 
General Election.

May 2
First day of early voting by personal 
appearance.  8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

May 6
Candidate/Specific-Purpose Committee 
Contributions & Expenditure  Report due in 
City Secretary’s office before 5 p.m.

Last day to receive application for mail 
ballots.

May 10
Last day to vote early by personal 
appearance.  7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

May 14
Election Day
Deadline for poll 
watchers to 
present certificate 
of appointment to 
Presiding Judges 
of Polling Places. 
(Poll watchers 
may be appointed only by candidates and 
specific purpose committees.)

Polling places and Dallas County Voter 
Registrar offices are open. 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

After 7 p.m.  – Unofficial tabulations of 
results.

May TBD
Official canvass of Regular Election.

June 11
Run-Off Election, if necessary.

July 15
Last day for semi-annual report of 
contributions and expenditures - 5 p.m.  
(Activity between May 5 – June 30 for 
candidates in the May 14, 2011 general 
election; between January 1 – June 30 for 
officeholders)

The 2010 severe storm season in North 
Texas was anything but typical. Tornados 
struck the region as early as January 20 and 
as late as October 24.  Hail storms, flooding, 
and damaging winds all had their turn across 
north Texas skies. The toll on life and 
property was significant, with many casualties 
and damage in the tens of millions of dollars.

The 2011 severe weather season is fast 
approaching.  Do you have a severe weather 
plan at your home and your workplace?  Can 
you recognize the clues that suggest large 
hail, flash flooding, or a tornado is possible?  
Do you want to become part of the severe 
weather warning system in your county?  As 
part of its area-wide weather preparedness 
campaign, the National Weather Service in 
Fort Worth will answer these and many other 
questions at the Skywarn severe weather 

program on Saturday, February 19, from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Granville Arts Center 
in Garland.  The event is free and open to 
the public and is sponsored by the Garland 
Office of Emergency Management. 

The 2011 program will discuss 
thunderstorm formation, severe weather 
production, and features associated with 
severe storms.  The presentation will also 
review tornado formation and behavior, 
non-threatening clues which may be mistaken 
for significant features, and safety when 
thunderstorms threaten.  The program will 
discuss spotter operations and recommended 
reporting procedures.  

For more information on severe weather 
and the National Weather Service, visit the 
Fort Worth Forecast Office’s website at 
http://www.weather.gov/fortworth.

The Garland Youth Council (GYC) will 
hold its regular monthly meetings on 
February 8 and March 8.  In February the 
topic will be “The 3 Rs of Environmental 
Stewardship: Reuse, Reduce and Recycle.”  
In March, youth will get the inside scoop on 
how the City’s water and wastewater system 
works.

All Garland teens are invited to attend 
GYC meetings on the second Tuesday of 
each month at 5:30 p.m. at the Granger 
Recreation Center, 1310 West Avenue F.  

The GYC is also teaming up with the 
statewide “Teens in the Driver Seat” 
program for TDS Fest on Saturday, 
March 5, at Creekview High School in 
Carrollton.  Teens from all across the Dallas/
Fort Worth metroplex are invited to learn 
more about being a safe, responsible driver.  
The GYC will host a booth allowing teens to 
experience the effects of distracted driving.

TDS Fest is from 3-8 p.m. and will 
feature games, prizes, live music, food and 
much more.  Advance tickets are $2 for 
students and $4 for adults.

For information about GYC and TDS 
Fest, visit www.GarlandYouthCouncil.org  or 
search Garland Youth Council on Facebook.

Youth Council Events and Activities

The Special Events Center, 4999 
Naaman Forest Boulevard, will host the 
2011 Farmer’s Insurance SWAC Basketball 
Tournament March 9-12.  Get ready for 
incredible competition as the top eight men’s 
and women’s Southwestern Athletic 
Conference teams fight for their spot on the 
road to the NCAA Final Four 
championships. 

Along with great basketball, the 
tounament will give alumni groups from the 
SWAC schools a chance to cheer their 
schools on and will expose students from the 
Metroplex and the surrounding area to a 
collegiate experience packed with incredibly 
talented bands, cheerleaders, athletes and a 
SWAC college showcase.

The Metroplex is home to some of the 
largest alumni groups from the SWAC 
schools: Alabama A&M University, 
Alabama State University, Alcorn State 
University, Univ. of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, 
Grambling State University, Jackson State 
University, Mississippi Valley State 
University, Prairie View A&M University, 
Southern University & A&M College, and 
Texas Southern University.

Tickets for the sessions range from 
$20-$30. Discounted group tickets are 
available for groups of more than 50. For 
information on group tickets contact John 
Wilborn at 972-487-4702 or 
jlwilbor@garlandisd.net.  Visit 
www.specialeventscenter.com for more 
information.

The City of Garland celebrates the 
contributions of three important leaders who 
are retiring as 2011 begins.

George Kauffman, Managing 
Director of Financial Services

“Innovative” – That’s the single word 
that best describes George Kauffman’s 
tenure as the City of Garland’s Managing 
Director of Financial Services. 

“George has provided expert guidance 
through difficult ecenomic times to maintain 
the future financial integrity of the City,” said 
City Manager William E. Dollar.  “His keen 
sense of the economic landscape has helped 
the City of Garland save millions of dollars.”

George joined the 
City of Garland in 1994.  
During that time, he 
re-engineered many of the 
City’s financial processes 
to improve accuracy and 
efficiency and to maximize 
cost-savings.  His 
strategies have helped increase Garland’s 
bond ratings to AAA, which is the highest 
rating and lowers the cost of incurring debt 
for major projects.  

George was also given oversight of the 
City’s red light camera program.  Under his 
leadership, the program reversed a large cash 
flow deficit and returned to a break-even 
position.  

After the Municipal Court was put 
under George’s span of control, the Court 
implemented a “paperless” initiative which 
automated work flows, reduced backlogs, 
reduced staffing, improved efficiency, reduced 
errors and increased revenue.

George has been instrumental in 
administering economic development 
incentive agreements for Bass Pro Shops, 
Firewheel Town Center, Saigon Mall, and 
High Point Development.  He has also 
worked tirelessly to help the City navigate 
issues related to employee retirement benefits.

Carol Cooper, Materials 
Management Director

The City of Garland’s procurement 
practices are recognized as among the best in 
the nation.  Carol Cooper has lead the way 
for that achievement since 1994.  In fact, 
under Carol’s leadership, Garland has 
received the Achievement of Excellence in 
Procurement Award for 13 consecutive years 
and the Excellence in Supply Management 
for six consecutive years!

Carol has led the 
City’s Purchasing 
Department through 
tremendous times of 
change due to technology, 
the economy, and a 
growing, progressive City 
environment.  She oversaw 
the successful 
implementation and ongoing management of 
the p-card program.  She has introduced 
utilization of electronic bidding processes, 
solicitation management and surplus/salvage 
auctions.  All of these innovations have 
helped the city recover lost revenue and save 
millions of dollars.

“My time at the City of Garland has 
been the most satisfying, challenging, and 
fulfilling position I have ever performed,” 
said Carol.  

Darrell Toups, Office of Emergency 
Management

If the key to 
overcoming natural or 
manmade disasters is 
preparedness, then Darrell 
Toups has been the 
locksmith for the City of 
Garland for the past two 
decades.  

Darrell began his career with the City in 
1981 as a firefighter, progressing to become a 
driver/paramedic.  He became interested in 
Emergency Management after participating 
in a mass casualty drill in 1991. In 1997, he 
was named Emergency Management 
Coordinator and placed at the helm of the 
City’s Office of Emergency Management 
(OEM).  

Under Darrell’s leadership, the OEM 
introduced the Incident Command System 
(ICS) to the citywide organizational culture 
in order to coordinate the means to utilize 
various city and community resources as 
needed in emergency response situations.  In 
2005, the City opened its first dedicated 
Emergency Operations Center (EOC) in 
what was the Fire Department Administration 
building at 217 N. Fifth Street, across from 
City Hall.   The EOC was relocated to a 
5,100 square foot, state of the art facility in 
2009.  

 During Darrell’s tenure, the OEM has 
facilitated several million dollars in grant 
funds, primarily to support the public safety 
functions of the Police, Fire and Health 
Departments, helping Garland emerge as a 
key player in regional response planning and 
preparedness.  

Three City of Garland Management Leaders Retire
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Garland Power & Light Residential Rate Comparison
Retail Electric Providers

Oncor Electric Delivery Service Area ~ 1500 kWh Usage

GP&l WIns envIronMental 
CoMPlIanCe aWards 

Register

To register your neighborhood based 
group with the City of Garland Office of 
Neighborhood Vitality, call 972-205-3864 
or e-mail tallmend@garlandtx.gov.

Matching Grants

The City of Garland promotes and 
supports community efforts that contribute to 
vital neighborhoods.  The City Council has 
allocated funds through the Neighborhood 
Vitality Matching Grant Program to 
stimulate and enhance opportunities for 
residents to address neighborhood concerns 
and special needs.  The next application 
deadline is March 1, 2011.  For questions or 
to receive an application, call 972-205-3864 
or e-mail fconner@garlandtx.gov.

GNMA Classes

The Garland Neighborhood 
Management Academy continues its classes, 
held in the Austin State Room at City Hall, 
200 North Fifth Street.

Photography for Dummies is scheduled 
for Tuesday, March 22, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Public Speaking 101, taught by Mayor 
Ronald E. Jones, is set for Tuesday, 
April 12, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

To register, call 972-205-2108 or send 
an email to tallmend@garlandtx.gov.

Quarterly Meeting

The City Manager’s Quarterly Meeting 
will be held April 26, at 7 p.m., in the 
Austin State Room at City Hall, 200 North 
Fifth Street in downtown Garland.

From the Cop Shop
Online Police Reporting

The Garland Police Department’s online 
reporting system, Coplogic, allows citizens to 
file select types of offense reports via the 
internet, without waiting for an officer to 
respond. Offenses available for online 
reporting include harassing phone calls, 
identity theft, lost property, theft, criminal 
mischief, and vehicle burglary.  

Once submitted, citizens can print a 
temporary report.  Online reports are 
reviewed by police personnel. Once 
approved, the individual submitting the 
report will receive an email with a copy of the 
report attached, including the official report 
number.  The speed and accuracy of this 
web-based reporting option will result in 
more efficient reporting of crime and allow 
officers more time to address community 
needs.

Coplogic can be accessed through the 
reports/links tab at www.GarlandPolice.com. 

Going Away for a While?  Sign up 
for Garland Vacation Watch!

Garland Vacation Watch uses uniformed 
volunteers in a marked Garland Police car to 
check the homes of citizens who are away on 
vacation.  While you’re gone, the volunteers 
will check that the house is secure and has 
not been burglarized. 

The Vacation Watch Request form is 
available under the Community Programs tab 
at www.GarlandPolice.com.  To place your 
home on the Vacation Watch list, download 
the form and fax it to 972-485-4801. 

This service is available to any 
homeowner within the city limits of Garland. 
For more information about the vacation 
watch program, call VIP (Volunteers in 
Policing) Coordinator Cindy Hale at 
972-205-2012.

 January 2011

Garland Power & Light

GP&L has earned two national honors 
granted for the utility’s management of 
PCBs.  The PCB Management 
Outstanding Achievement Award and the 
Award of Excellence recognize GP&L’s 
regulatory compliance with older equipment 
and the utility’s practice of purchasing only 
PCB-free electrical equipment.   

PCBs (Polychlorinated biphenyls) are 
organic compounds previously used in 
transformers, capacitors and coolants.  The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
requires utilities to properly dispose of PCBs 
and maintain documentation of all actions 
pertaining to any equipment containing the 
compound.  

“We have a very active program to 
ensure that we are working within the 
regulations established by the EPA to reduce 

PCBs in the environment,” said T&D 
Supervisor Jonas Whitehead.

The awards were granted by the 
National Regulatory Compliance Services, a 
liaison between the EPA and electric utilities.  
More than 141 organizations were 
considered for the awards.

GP&L won industry awards for PCB management due to 
the meticulous work by (l-r):  Ron Tinney, Jeff English, 
Jack Kilgore and Jonas Whitehead.

• Set your thermostat at 68° in the 
winter.  Each degree warmer will 
increase your energy use 6-8%.

• Clean or replace filters for your 
heating/cooling system at least once 
a month.  Dirty filters will make your 
system work harder and run longer 
than necessary.

• Make sure you have adequate attic 
insulation.  Since heat rises, as much 
as 60% of heat can be lost in the 
wintertime in poorly insulated homes.

• When not using a fireplace, keep flue 
dampers closed to prevent heat loss 
out of your home.

• Storm windows and doors can reduce 
the amount of cooling or heating lost 
through single-pane glass by 50%.

• Install or replace weather stripping 
around doors, re-caulk around 
windows, install electrical outlet 
gaskets, and seal plumbing 
penetrations on exterior walls to keep 
your home airtight. 

• For more Energy Conservation Tips, 
visit www.garlandpower-light.org.

Winter Energy Conservation Tips

Annual Buyer/Vendor Mixer
The City of Garland and Garland ISD 

Purchasing Departments will hold their 
Annual Buyer-Vendor Mixer on Friday, 
March 11, for vendors who want to learn 
how to do business with the City of Garland, 
Garland ISD, and other government entities.

The 2011 Buyer-Vendor Mixer will be 
hosted by the City of Garland Purchasing 
Department from 2-4 p.m. at The Atrium at 
The Granville Arts Center, Fifth and Austin 
Streets in downtown Garland. 

 The City of Garland and Garland ISD 
Purchasing Departments have hosted this 
event for the past several years as an 

opportunity for HUB (Historically 
Underutilized Business) vendors, City of 
Garland vendors, and vendors from 
surrounding cities to meet the purchasing 
staff from participating entities.

Additional participating entities may 
include the cities of Frisco, Richardson, and 
Mesquite, the North Texas Tollway 
Authority (NTTA), and others. So many 
buyers in one place at one time will add value 
to the mixer for participating vendors.

 Vendors interested in attending should 
watch the City of Garland website, 
www.GarlandPurchasing.com.

Garland Women’s Activities Building
713 Austin Street

Room rentals for club meetings, banquets, 
reunions, showers, weddings, and receptions

Contact Karla Pajot ~972-272-5024
gwab@verizon.net

Auctions for Police Impounded vehicles 
are scheduled for 9:30 a.m. on Friday, 
February 18 and March 18 at the City 
Impound Lot, 1630 Commerce Street.  
Gates open at 8:30 a.m.  Vehicles must be 
removed from the Impound Lot by noon the 
following Monday.  All vehicles will be sold 
for cash to the highest bidder without 
warranty or guarantees and are offered as/
where is.  Auctions may be cancelled without 
notice.  Call 972-205-2415 for further 
information or visit the auction website at 
www.GarlandPurchasing.com.

Look for bicycles at www.govdeals.com  
or www.publicsurplus.com.

Police Impounded 
Vehicle Auctions
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2010 Food Sanitation 
Excellence Awards

The City of Garland Health Department 
has announced the winners of the 2010 Food 
Sanitation Excellence Awards.  These 
winners scored in the top five percent of their 
class on unannounced food service 
inspections during the previous year.  In 
addition to receiving an award certificate to 
display for one year, each establishment will 
have its annual permit fee (from $200 to 
$400) waived for 2011.

The awards are based on scores (100 
being perfect) from unannounced inspections 
made between October 1, 2009 and 
September 30, 2010.  Eleven classes were 
established to insure fair competition among 
diverse establishments.
Full Service Restaurants
The Alexander Mansion, 333 W. Avenue D, 97.5
Scotty P’s Hamburgers, 4280 Lavon, Suite 200,  93.7
Soprano’s Pizza & More, 5148 N. Jupiter,  92.3
Grandy’s, 145 N. Garland Avenue,  91.5
Marlo’s House, 1456 Beltline Road, Suite 120,  90
Norma’s Mexican, 3420 Broadway, Suite 130, 89.3
Red Robin, 5031 N. Garland Avenue,  89
Hour Kitchen, 209 Main Street,  88.5

Fast Food Restaurants
Chipotle Mexican Grill, 4170 Lavon Drive,  97.7
Pizza Hut, 5301 N. Garland Avenue,  96
Sam’s Club #4783 Deli, 5150 N. Garland,  95.3
Wal-Mart Bakery, 1801 Marketplace Drive,  95.3
Donut Time, 3231 Forest Lane,  94.5
Kroger #557 Deli, 6850 N. Shiloh,  94.5
Honey Donut, 1949 Centerville, Suite 2,  94.3
Taco Bell #23748, 3160 Lavon Drive,  94.3
Pizza Hut, 2218 W. Kingsley Road,  94
19th Hole, 600 W. Campbell Road,  93.7
Little Caesars, 1250 Northwest Highway, Suite J,  93.7
Wal-Mart #1055 Deli, 5302 N. Garland,  93.7
Bon Ton Donuts, 1225 Beltline Road,  93.5
Chick-fil-a, 5425 N. George Bush Freeway,  93.3
Wal-Mart Deli, 1801 Marketplace Drive,  93.3
Wal-Mart #1055 Baker, 5302 N. Garland,  93.3

Deli’s & Light Food Menus
Edible Arrangements, 4430 Lavon Drive #322, 100
Garland Spec Events Ctr #1, 4999 Naaman Forest, 100
Garland Spec Events Ctr #2, 4999 Naaman Forest, 100
Garland Spec Events Ctr #4, 4999 Naaman Forest, 100
Garland Spec Events Ctr #5, 4999 Naaman Forest, 100
Candy World, 460 Cedar Sage Drive,  99
D’vine Wine, 426 Town Center Blvd,  99

Convenience Stores
Big Lots #1949, 3178 Lavon Drive, 100
Preet Dollar & More, 3548 W. Walnut Street,  100
TMJ Beer & Wine, 3112 N. Jupiter Road #312,  99
B&B Food Store, 1141 W. Walnut, Suite A,  98.5
CVS Pharmacy, 1372 Beltline Road,  98
CVS Pharmacy, 5702 Lavon Drive, 98
Tetco #673, 3310 Lavon Drive,  98
Walnut Beer & Wine, 3246 W. Walnut Street, 98

Supermarkets & Meat Markets
Wal-Mart Supercenter #1055, 5302 N. Garland, 94
Sack N Save #214 Grocery, 101 W. Buckingham, 92.5

Food Processors
Hillary’s Sweet Temptations, 2677 Forest Lane,  95.5

Licensed Day Care Centers
Imagination Station, 1966 Arapaho Road,  96.5
Lake Cities Montessori School, 1935 Centerville,  96.5

Public School Cafeterias
Cisneros Pre-K, 2826 Fifth Street,  100
Roach Elementary, 1811 Mayfield Avenue,  100
Ethridge Elementary, 2301 Sam Houston Drive,  99.5
Lister Elementary, 3131 Mars Drive,  99.5
Luna Elementary, 1050 Lochness Lane,  99.5

Food Warehouses
Fundraising Specialists of Texas, 2645 Forest Lane,  100

Assisted Living Facilities
Mayberry Gardens, 3260 N. Garland Avenue,  98.5
Mayberry Gardens, 3264 N. Garland Avenue,  98.5

Hospital/Nursing Facilities
Pleasant Valley Rehab, 1525 Pleasant Valley,  89.7

Stormwater Management Rewards 
Talented Students

During the fall of 2010, all third, fourth 
and fifth grade GISD students were invited 
to enter the annual Stormwater Comic Strip 
contest.  The contest attracted more than 
300 entries from 13 schools.

First place winners who won $300 and 
$150 for their teachers are:  Sarah Bailey, 
3rd grade at Walnut Glen Academy; Natalie 
Campos, 4th grade at Freeman Elementary, 
and Meron Mengesha, 5th grade at 
Centerville Elementary.

Second place winners who won $200 
and $100 for their teachers are:  JaQuontae 
Barnes, 3rd grade at Club Hill Elementary; 
Marcus Williams, 4th grade at Freeman 
Elementary; and Travoyce Houston, 5th 
grade at Freeman Elementary.

Third place winners who won $100 and 
$50 for their teachers are:  Zachary Nguyen, 
3rd grade at Walnut Glen Academy; Elise 
McMillin, 4th grade at Luna Elementary; 
and Neha Sawhney, 5th grade at Walnut 
Glen Academy.

Stormwater Management congratulates 
the winners and thanks all who participated.

EWS Tests Hydraulic Hybrid 
Vehicle

Garland Environmental Waste Services 
(EWS)  recently launched field tests for a 
new Hydrostatic Regenerative Braking 
(HRB) system on one of its automated 
garbage trucks.  

This evaluation program presents a 
potential solution for significantly improving 
air quality by reducing exhaust emissions, 
fuel consumption and vehicle operating costs 

Drip. Drip. Drip. The average 
American household wastes more than 
10,000 gallons each year from easy-to-fix 
water leaks, enough water to wash nearly 10 
months’ worth of laundry. If that doesn’t 
seem like a lot, consider that across the 
country, easy-to-fix household leaks can add 
up to more than one trillion gallons of water 
lost every year. 

That’s why Garland Water Utilities and 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) are encouraging homeowners to find 
and fix leaks during the third annual Fix a 
Leak Week, March 14 - 20, sponsored by 
EPA’s WaterSense® program. Fixing 
household leaks not only saves water but 
reduces water utility bills—by more than 10 
percent. Start saving today with three simple 
steps: Check. Twist. Replace.

1. Check
Check your home for leaks.  An easy 

way to start is to examine your winter water 
use.  If it exceeds 12,000 gallons per month, 
you probably have leaks. Walk around your 
home with eyes and ears open to find leaks, 
and don’t forget to check pipes and outdoor 
spigots. You can also detect silent toilet leaks;  
add a few drops of food coloring to the toilet 
tank and wait 10 minutes. If any color 
appears in the bowl, your toilet has a leak. 

2. Twist
Apply pipe tape to be sure plumbing 

fixture connections are sealed tight and give 
leaking faucets and showerheads a firm twist 
with a wrench. If you can’t stop those drops 
yourself, contact a plumbing professional.  
For more savings, twist a WaterSense labeled 
aerator onto each bathroom faucet to save 
water without noticing a difference in flow.  
Aerators cost only a few dollars and can save 
a household more than 500 gallons a year, 
enough for 14 loads of laundry. 

3. Replace
If you can’t nip that drip, it may be time 

to replace the fixture.  Look for WaterSense 
labeled models, which use at least 20 percent 
less water and are independently certified to 
perform as well or better than standard 
plumbing fixtures.  Replacing an old, 
inefficient showerhead with a WaterSense 
model will shrink your household’s water 
footprint by 2,300 gallons annually while still 
letting you shower with power, thanks to 
EPA’s efficiency and performance criteria.  
A WaterSense labeled showerhead also saves 
enough energy from heating less water to 
power a television for a year.

For more information and tips about how 
to save water during Fix a Leak Week, visit 
www.epa.gov/watersense/fixaleak.

Learn how to create healthy soil with 
compost.  Garland Environmental Waste 
Services will host the spring compost class on 
Saturday, March 19, 8:30 a.m. to noon at 
1434 Commerce Street. 

Training will include instructions on 
compost ingredients, benefits of building 
healthy soil using compost, how to manage 
the compost pile and hands-on demonstration 
to build a compost pile.  Attendees will be 
eligible for door prize drawings for six 
compost bins.

Class is open to 50 Garland residents, 
and registration is required by March 16. 
Call 972-205-3500 or visit 
www.GarlandEnvironmentalWaste.com.

Free Composting/Gardening Class

Keep Garland Beautiful Completes 
Project at Rick Oden Park

Keep Garland Beautiful (KGB) has 
completed its first “Adopt-A-Spot” project at 
Rick Oden Park in the Orchard Hills 
neighborhood.  Assisting KGB were 
neighbors in the Orchard Hills 
Neighborhood Association (OHNA), along 
with City Council member John Willis and 
members of the Naaman Forest High School 
Horticulture Department.

Betty Roberts, president of the KGB 
Board of Directors, organized the work day 
to beautify a spot around a new park sign 
installed by the Parks Department.  “We 
needed some plants around that sign,” 
explained Ms. Roberts.  “We knew Parks 
would allow groups and individuals to 
‘adopt’ areas to clean up and fix up in their 
parks around town.  Since the City recently 
completed a construction project on 
Briarwood and Glenbrook, we thought this 
would be an ideal spot to adopt, and Parks 
agreed.  Our thanks to OHNA, KGB, 
Parks Department, Environmental Waste 
Services Department and Naaman Forest for 
their support.”

Christi Baughman, a landscaper and 
member of OHNA, designed the bed and 
chose the native, drought tolerant plants. 

District 5 City Councilman John Willis 
said, “I appreciate the neighbors of the 

Clean Starts Here

Help rid Garland of unsightly litter 
along roadways, waterways and on vacant 
lots.  Take part in the Don’t Mess with Texas 
Trash-Off on Saturday, April 2.

“You don’t need special skills to beautify 
Garland,” proclaimed Betty Roberts, 
President of Keep Garland Beautiful.  “All 
you need is pride in our community, a few 
hours, enthusiasm, and determination to 
make it happen.”  

Individuals, church, school and civic 
groups, and homeowner teams can sign up to 
collect litter around the city, from 8:30 to 11 
a.m., then attend the volunteer picnic at 
Granger Recreation Center, 1310 West 
Avenue F.

 The first 300 volunteers who register 
before March 16 will receive an event t-shirt.  
Keep Garland Beautiful will furnish trash 
and recycling bags, gloves and litter tongs to 
make the clean up as easy as possible. 

Sponsors of the 2011 Don’t Mess with 
Texas Trash-Off are Keep Garland 
Beautiful, Garland Environmental Waste 
Services, Garland Stormwater Management 
and Keep America Beautiful’s Great 
American Cleanup.

For more information about registration, 
go to www.KeepGarlandBeautiful.org or 
email to Barbara@brpowers.com.

March is Texas
SmartScape™

Month.  Save water,
time and money. 

For your free
SmartScape™ CD,

call the
SmartScape™

Hotline at
972- 205- 2466.
Also online at

txsmartscape.com.STORMWATER  MANAGEMENT

Be Bloomin’ Creative, Plant Native...

Keep Garland Beautiful volunteer cleans up littered creek 
at the Don’t Mess with Texas Trash-Off.  

Planning a Spring 
Garage Sale?
Don’t forget your permit. 
It’s free.
Call 972-485-6400
or go online to
www.GarlandTX.gov
Click on Citizen’s Request Center.

Orchard Hills Neighborhood Association 
who took an interest in Rick Oden Park and 
decided to beautify the new Briarwood entry.  
When the neighbors invited me to help dig, I 
brought my daughter along.  Lauren and I 
spent a great morning working and planting 
with the OHNA folks.  I look forward to 
helping any other group of District 5 
neighbors who want to do the same in their 
neighborhoods.”

In addition to the park project, OHNA 
is also enhancing its neighborhood with 
landscaping and signage through funds from 
a Neighborhood Vitality Grant.

Workers spread compost in the new flower bed at Rick 
Oden Park.

in stop-and-go fleets.  The goal is to evaluate 
the Bosch Rexroth HRB as an alternative 
drive system for the department, potentially 
leading to wider adoption of this technology 
in other refuse trucks in the City of Garland 
and around the state.

Two identical trucks are outfitted with 
data collection systems so that comparison 
data can be obtained and evaluated by the 
Houston Advanced Research Center 
(HARC), one of the partner organizations 
in the test.  The trucks will be subjected to a 
variety of in-use analysis, including braking, 
acceleration, route collection and 
dynamometer testing to evaluate emissions.  

“We are excited to partner with the City 
of Garland as they enter into field trials,” 
said Ed Greif, vice president, Engineering 
Development Hydraulics, Bosch Rexroth.  
“With the HRB technology, we feel we can 
contribute to the city’s emissions and fuel 
savings goals.”

William Sherry, EWS Equipment Operator, test drives 
the hydraulic hybrid vehicle.
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Photo/art exhIBIts
During February and March, art exhibits 

will be on display at the Granville Arts Center, 
Fifth and Austin Streets in Downtown 
Garland.  Viewing hours are Monday 
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and during 
performances.  Call 972-205-2780.

Keep up with the latest 
performances at

GarlandArts.com

GsM audItIons

The GSO Celebrates the Seasons

March 11 ~ 7:30 p.m.
Crazy ‘bout Patsy, featuring Sherrill Douglas, 
produced by C. B. Luce and GCMA. Tickets are 
$20. Children 12 and under are $12.

GISD Senior Art Show
The Garland Independent School 

District Senior Art Show will begin on 
March 4 and end at noon on March 25.  
This marks the 23rd year for the annual 
GISD High School art competition 
sponsored by the Garland Cultural Arts 
Commission, Inc.  The show features the 
works of GISD High School Seniors.  

The Garland Summer Musicals will 
present Meredith Willson’s musical theatre 
classic The Music Man in June, followed by 
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Broadway 
spectacular CATS!  Performances will be 
held in the Brownlee Auditorium of the 
Granville Arts Center, Fifth and Austin 
Streets in downtown Garland.  Season 
tickets go on sale March 1, and single tickets 
will be on sale May 2.  Tickets are available 
at the Arts Center Box Office or by calling 
972-205-2790.  MasterCard, Visa, and 
Discover are accepted.

With performances on June 17, 18, 19, 
24, 25, and 26, The Music Man follows fast 
talking traveling salesman Harold Hill as he 
cons the people of River City, Iowa into 
buying instruments and uniforms for a boy’s 
band.  His plans to skip town with the cash 
are foiled when he falls for Marian the 
librarian.  Musical highlights include: Till 
There Was You; Goodnight, My Someone; 
Wells Fargo Wagon; Lida Rose; Gary, 
Indiana; Seventy Six Trombones; Ya Got 
Trouble; and more.

CATS will be performed on July 22, 23, 
24, 29, 30, and 31.  It is a lyrical setting of 
T.S. Eliot’s whimsical collection of poetry 
featuring larger than life felines inhabiting a 
junkyard where one of them will be chosen 
for rebirth.  CATS has an extraordinary 
musical score, including:  Memory; Jellicle 
Cats; Old Deuteronomy; Mr. Mistoffelees 
and The Moments of Happiness. 

Both productions will be under the helm 
of former New York director Buff Shurr who 
is returning for his 29th Season. Patty 
Granville is the producer, Kelly Cox will 
design the sets, and lighting design will be by 
Susan White.  

Auditions for the Garland Summer 
Musicals productions of The Music Man and 
CATS will be held Saturday and Sunday, 
April 2 and 3 at the Granville Arts Center.  
Dance call will be Saturday April 2, 9 a.m. 
to noon.  Individual auditions will be 
Saturday and Sunday afternoons.

Youth auditions for The Music Man will 
be held at the Plaza Theatre, 521 West 
State Street, on Monday, April 4, 6 to 
10 p.m.  There are roles for youth ages 9 to 
12 years of age.  After March 1, call 
972-205-2790.

Appointments are required for all 
auditions. To audition, prepare one upbeat 
song and one ballad. Bring sheet music in the 
correct key, and be dressed to move. An 
accompanist will be provided. There will also 
be cold readings from the script. 

February 24, 25 ~ 7:30 p.m.
Synchronicity, the Garland Chamber Percussion 
show, presented by Garland High School, School 
of Performing Arts.  Tickets are $5 and are 
available at the door.  

February 22 ~ 7 p.m.
Jazz Concert, presented by Sachse High School 
Jazz Band.  Tickets are $5 in advance and $7 at 
the door.

March 26 ~ 5 p.m.
4th Annual Jim Paul Miller Memorial Bluegrass 
Show, presented by the Garland Square Pickers.  
Tickets are $5.

Pathway & Promises
An exhibit of inspirational paintings by 

Debbie Chiecchi Jackson will be on display 
February 2 
through 28.  
The exhibit 
consists of 15 
oil and acrylic 
paintings 
created from 
photographs she has taken from her personal 
travels.  Debbie describes her personal style 

Jeff Crouse will be the musical director 
for The Music Man and Jeremy Dumont  will 
be the choreographer. The master carpenter 
will be Joe Murdock and costumes will be by 
Michael Robinson, Suzi Shankle, and the 
Dallas Costume Shoppe.  Musical director 
for CATS will be Mark Mullino and 
choreographer will be Paula Morelan.

Special college scholarships will be 
available through Richland College for 
anyone cast in the shows or wishing to do 
behind-the-scenes technical work.  The 
Garland Summer Musicals are funded in 
part through special grants from the Garland 
Cultural Arts Commission, Inc., GSM 
Guild, Garland Power & Light, Louis Gene 
Garner, Micropac and Ecolab.

Garland Civic Theatre’s first production 
of the new year, The Sugar Bean Sisters by 
Nathan Sanders, continues with 
performances on February 3, 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 
13, 18, and 19 at the Granville Arts Center, 
Fifth and Austin Streets in downtown 
Garland. Tickets are $20 and are available 
by calling 972-205-2790, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Monday through 
Friday.

Kyle McClaran 
is directing this 
production of an 
exuberantly fresh 
and wacky comedy 
by Nathan Sanders. 
Come with us on 
this Southern gothic 
comedy of romance, 
murder, and alien 
abduction, as the 
Sugar Bean sisters unravel a web of 
extraordinary events and secret family 
betrayals as they struggle wildly to escape 
spinsterhood and alien abduction! 

Garland Civic Theatre is a member of 
Garland Chamber of Commerce and Texas 
Non-profit Theatres.  Underwriters include 
Linda J. Braga, Dr. Lisa Garner, and 
Garland Power & Light.  Season sponsors 
include Garland Cultural Arts Commission 
and The Dallas Morning News. Visit GCT’s 
website at www.garlandcivictheatre.org or call 
972-485-8884 for additional information.

GCT Presents The 
Sugar Bean Sisters

as as realism with impressionistic accents.  
She has commissioned works in several 
private collections and also has a greeting 
card line which is currently available through 
the Museum of Biblical Art in Dallas, Texas.  
She is represented by Kendra Walden of 
Artful Designs in Garland.  For information, 
visit www.artful-designs.com or 
www. djchiecchi.com.

CPA Class #37
Applications are now being accepted for 

the Citizen Police Academy (CPA) Class 
#37, which begins February 24. The CPA 
is presented free of charge by the Garland 
Police Department in an effort to educate 
and inform Garland citizens about the 
internal values, philosophy, and daily 
operations of the department.

Applicants must be at least 21 years of 
age, either live or work in Garland, maintain 
a good standing in the community, and have 
no felony convictions. The 13-week class 
meets every Thursday night, 7 to 10 p.m., 
with one additional Saturday class.  

For additional information, visit 
www.GarlandPolice.com and click on the 
Community Programs tab or contact Captain 
S. P. McCully at 972-485-4844.

March 19 ~ 9 a.m.  
March 20 ~ Noon

Mr. Folklórico Dance 
Competition presented 
by México 2000 Ballet 
Folklorico. Admission 
is $5 per day, plus $5 
for Cuadros competition.  For information, visit 
www.mrfolklorico.com, send email to info@
mrfolklorico.com or call 972-429-1082.

February 10, 11, 12 ~ 7:30 p.m. 
February 13 ~ 2 p.m.

Disney’s 101 Dalmatians 
Kids presented by the 
Company of Rowlett 
Performers.  Tickets 
purchased in advance are $8 for students, $9 for 
seniors, and $10 for adults, with group discounts 
available.  Tickets are $15 at the door.  Visit 
www.corptheatre.com or call 972-977-7710. 

February 26 ~ 2 p.m.
Omega Talent Hunt, for high school students, 
presented by the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, 
Alpha Iota Iota Chapter.  Contact Wayne Powe at  
waynepowe@cs.com or 214-906-9079.

February 17, 18 ~ 7 p.m. 
February 19 ~ 2 p.m.

The Audition, presented by Austin Academy 
for Excellence and produced through special 
arrangement with Playscripts, Inc.  Tickets are $5 
and $6 at the door.

Garland Civic Theatre’s 2010-2011 
season will continue with To Kill a 
Mockingbird at the Granville Arts Center, 
Fifth and Austin Streets in downtown 
Garland.  Performances are Thursdays, 
March 10 and 17 at 7:30 p.m., and Fridays 
and Saturdays, March 11, 12, 18, 19, 25, 
and 26, and April 1 and 2, at 8 p.m.  
Matinees are set for March 13, 20, and 27 
and April 2 at 2:30 p.m.  
Call the Arts Center Box 
Office at 972-205-2790 
for tickets. Tickets for 
March 10 are $15; all 
others are $20. Discounts 
are available for KERA 
members and groups of 
10 or more. 

This production of 
To Kill a Mockingbird is 
based on the book by Harper Lee as 
dramatized by Christopher Serge.  Scout, a 
young girl in a quiet southern town, is about 
to experience dramatic events that will affect 
the rest of her life. 

Garland Civic Theatre, a member of 
Texas Non-profit Theatres is performing its 
43rd season. Underwriters include Linda J. 
Braga, Dr. Lisa Garner, and Garland Power 
& Light. Season sponsors include Garland 
Cultural Arts Commission and The Dallas 
Morning News. 

GCT’s To Kill a 
Mockingbird

GSM Announces 2011 Season

March 19 ~ 7 p.m.
A Man Of All Seasons presented by Tyler 
Productions.  Tickets, $20 to $25, are available 
at www.tylerproductionsgospelstageplays.org or by 
calling 214-722-7566.  

February Concert

The GSO moves through the season 
with the classics on February 18, performing 
Goldmark’s In Spring (Im Frühling), Op. 
36, Charles Ives’ 
Washington’s Birthday 
from New England 
Holidays, Sibelius’ 
Spring Song, and 
Johann Strauss II’s 
Frühlingsstimmen 
(Voices of Spring).  
This concert features 
the U.S. premiere of 
Fuchs’ viola concerto 
Divinum Mysterium, 
with soloist Paul Silverthorne, principal viola 
for the London Symphony.

The GSO continues its 
2011 A Symphony for All 
Seasons with concerts on 
February 18 and March 18.  
Concerts begin at 8 p.m. at 
the Granville Arts Center, 

Fifth and Austin Streets in downtown 
Garland.  Single tickets are available at the 
Arts Center Box Office or by calling 
972-205-2790.  For season tickets, call 
(972-926-0611), fax (972-926-0811), or 
email (info@garlandsymphony.org).  

For additional information, visit www.
garlandsymphony.org.

March Concert

At the March 18 concert, the GSO will 
perform Copland’s Appalachian Spring, 

Linda Brownlee 
Honored

On September 21, 2010, the Garland 
City Council voted unanimously to name the 
Main Auditorium of the Granville Arts 
Center in honor of former Arts Commission 
Chair Linda Brownlee.

Mrs. Brownlee has been involved in the 
arts in Garland since 
the early 1970s.  She 
was co-president of the 
Community Concerts 
and headed a 
committee that 
ultimately became the 
Arts Council.  This 
group focused on the 
development of an arts facility which would 
become the Garland Center for the 
Performing Arts (PAC).  When the center 
opened in 1982, Mrs. Brownlee co-founded 
the PAC Guild (now the Garland Summer 
Musicals Guild).  She helped to initiate the 
long running cable TV series Arts In Action 
and created the Arts in Action Newsletter 
which is still being published.  She has 
served on the Texas Arts Council and played 
an active role in the City of Garland Bond 
Program of 1997 which resulted in $6.2 
million improvements to the Arts Center and 
the renovation of the Plaza Theatre.  Mrs. 
Brownlee served on the Garland Cultural 
Arts Commission from its inception in 1986 
and was chair for 16 years.

March 12 ~ 7:30 p.m.
Kenny King and Jerry Page, Elvis tribute artists, 
presented by Garland Country Music Association 
and C. B. Luce.  Tickets are $30 for first three 
rows, $15 for other seats.  Call 469-831-5851.

March 5 ~ 8 p.m.
Sing a Song of Sixpence: Rhymes for the Young 
at Heart presented by the Garland Chorale.  
Tickets are $10 for adults and $7 for seniors.  
Children 12 and younger are free.  Tickets 
are available at www.thegarlandchorale.com.  
For more information, email Laura Diaz at 
garlandchorale@thegarlandchorale.com.

April 2 ~ 7 p.m.
Just Country Band, classic country music.  Tickets 
are $12 online at www.ddstudebakers.com.  Call 
Tammy Wortham at 214-578-1926 or email 
tammy.wortham@dhat.com.

March 30 ~ 9 a.m. 
April 1 ~ 1:30 p.m.

District 10 5A UIL One Act Play competition, 
with performances by McKinney Boyd, North 
Garland, South Garland, Rowlett, Naaman 
Forest, Garland, Lakeview Centennial, and 
Sachse High Schools.  Admission is free.

March 5 ~ 8 p.m.
Lights, Camera, Action!, a dance revue presented 
by Pilates Squared.  Tickets are $30 at the door 
or $25 in advance.  Call 214-828-0100. 

February 26 ~ 7 p.m.
A Hilarious and Interactive Evening 
with Joel Zeff, national speaker, 
humorist and author, presented by 
the Sachse High School Improv 
Team.  Tickets are $10 at the door.  
For information or group rates, 
contact Brenda.Rozinsky@gmail.com.

February 10 ~ 9:55 and 11:40 a.m.
Bodyology and Lighten Up, The 
National Bodyology Tour, starring 
PBS’s Slim Goodbody, encourages 
students to make good health 
choices.  Tickets are $6.50 and are 
available at www.slimgoodbody.com 
or by calling 1-800-962-7546.  One 
free teacher per class (minimum 15 
students per classroom).

February 3 & 5 ~ 7 p.m. 
February 4 ~ 1 and 7 p.m.

Annie Jr., presented by the 
Canyon Creek Christian 
Academy.  Based on 
Little Orphan Annie, by 
permission of The Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
Tickets are $10.  Call 972-977-7710.

Paul Silverthorne

Robert Schumann’s 
Symphony No. 1 in Bb 
Major (Spring), and 
Vivaldi’s Spring (La 
primavera) from The Four 
Seasons featuring violin 
soloist Victor Rupert. 

Victor Rupert
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Nicholson Memorial 
Library System

Central Library
625 Austin Street

972-205-2517
North Garland Branch Library
3845 North Garland Avenue

972-205-2804
South Garland Branch Library

4845 Broadway Boulevard
972-205-3933

Walnut Creek Branch Library
3319 Edgewood Drive

972-205-2585

renovatIon and ConservatIon, harMonICas and  
harPer lee..... at the Garland PuBlIC lIBrarIes

Adult Programs

Children’s Programs

The Central Library is in the process of 
an interior renovation project that is expected 
to continue through late spring.  Construction 
on the ground floor will convert nonpublic 
areas for public use and create special use 
areas, including a theme-based children’s 
area.  On the lower level, shelving and 
furniture will be rearranged for more effective 
and enjoyable use of the library’s research 
collections.  

The library is expected to remain open 
during most of the project except for brief 
temporary closures as needed.  The entrance 
to the library is closed for necessary 
demolition, with visitors entering on the north 
side of the building during the project.  
Visitors may experience intermittent and 
temporary inconvenience during the 
renovation with some materials not accessible 
during certain phases of construction.  
However, the library’s web page is 
accessible, including the online catalog, 

Library Book Discussion Group
The Page Turners, Nicholson Memorial 

Library’s book discussion group, will meet at 
the North Garland Branch Library during 
the Central Library renovation project.  On 
Thursday, February 24, the group will 
discuss Heart and Soul, by Maeve Binchy.  
On Thursday, March 24, The Swan 
Thieves, by Elizabeth Kostova, will be 
featured.

Programs begin at 7 p.m., and all 
interested readers are invited.  Join the 
discussion or listen and enjoy.  The North 
Garland Branch Library is located at 3845 
North Garland Avenue at Apollo Road.

Water Wise Gardening
On Saturday, March 5, at 2 p.m., the 

library will present Ruth Klein, Dallas 
County Master Gardener, for a free program 
on Water Wise Gardening: Saving Water One 
Yard at a Time.  Klein will explain how to 
use less water in your yard, starting 
immediately, and how to reduce water usage 
in the future.  She also will cover the seven 
steps to water-wise gardening, including 
planning, bed preparation, plant selection, 
effective irrigation, and maintenance.

This program will be held at the South 
Garland Branch Library, 4845 Broadway 
Boulevard at Oates Road.  No registration is 
required and the free program is open to all 
adults.  For information, call 972-205-2502.

A Dallas native, Klein joined the Master 
Gardener program in 2009.  Her interest 
continues to be gardening as a way of making 
the world a better place by creating beauty 
and sanctuary while conserving water.

Introduction to Ancestry
Ancestry is the world’s largest online 

family history resource.  The South Garland 
Branch Library will present Introduction to 
Ancestry Library Edition on Saturday, 
March 12, 3-5 p.m.  The workshop is a 
hands-on, introductory level class, covering 
access to historical records, photos, stories, 
family trees and a collaborative community of 
millions of users.  Participants must have a 
current Nicholson Memorial Library System 
card and be comfortable with computers, 
including keyboarding, use of a mouse, and 
Internet searching.

Registration is required and class size is 
limited.  Call 972-205-3931 to register or for 
more information.

Friends of the Library Meetings
The Friends of the Nicholson Memorial Library System encourage anyone who 

would like to support our public libraries and become involved in the Friends’ 
activities to attend the monthly meetings of the Friends Board.  The meetings are 
scheduled for the third Tuesday of the month at 5:15 p.m. at the Central Library.  
For information about activities or joining, call 972-205-2543 or send email to 
folgarland@gmail.com.

Friends of the Library Spring Book Sale
March 17, 18, 19

South Garland Branch Library, 4845 Broadway Boulevard, at Oates Road
Support the Garland Libraries while you shop for great bargains!

Books for adults and children, fiction and nonfiction, reference books, audiocassettes and 
CDs, DVDs, puzzles and games, special collections, and more

Special Sale 
for Friends of the Library members and Garland area teachers (with school ID)

Thursday, March 17, 5:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Public Book Sale

Friday and Saturday, March 18 and 19, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Have Fun During Spring Break  
@ Your Library

Each branch library will celebrate a 
children’s book series with a free program for 
school-age children.  Kids will talk about the 
books and enjoy games and crafts.  
Registration is not required.

Programs are Tuesday, March 15, 3 to 
4 p.m., at the Walnut Creek Branch, with 
My Weird School, by Dan Gutman; 
Wednesday, March 16, 3 to 4 p.m., at the 
North Garland Branch, with Franny K. 
Stein, by Jim Benton; and Friday, March 18, 
3 to 4 p.m., at the South Garland Branch, 
with 39 Clues, by various authors.

Events in the Senior Social Hour 
series, sponsored by the Friends of the 
Library, are free and open to anyone age 
55 and older.  Because of renovations 
underway at the Central Library, 
programs will be held at the South 
Garland Branch Library, 4845 Broadway 
Boulevard.  Seating is first-come, 
first-served and doors open thirty minutes 
prior to performances.  For information, 
call 972-205-2502.

Jerl Welch, Harmonica Master
On Tuesday, 

February 15, at 2 p.m., 
Jerl Welch returns to 
Senior Social Hour for 
an afternoon of 
country, gospel, rock, 
blues, jazz, and 
classical – all played on 
a variety of sizes and shapes of harmonicas.  
He will also demonstrate several obscure 
and unusual harmonicas, from the very 
largest to the very smallest.  Welch has 
been playing the harmonica for over 35 
years and has performed professionally 
with many great artists, has done three 
movie soundtracks, and has recorded four 

personal CDs.  He is also President of the 
Harmonica Organization of Texas.

Arlene Colbert Performs “Harper 
Lee: The Last Interview”

On Thursday, March 10, at 2 p.m., 
Arlene Colbert portrays Harper Lee, the 
author of To Kill a Mockingbird.  This 
famous book was Lee’s only published 
work.  Her lack of desire for any acclaim 
and her refusal to 
give interviews makes 
her a fascinating yet 
puzzling person.  
Arlene Colbert 
presents an 
enactment of a 
supposed appearance by the elderly and 
feisty Harper Lee, who only wants to be 
left alone.  Performing as Harper Lee, 
Colbert explains why Lee wrote her book, 
why she has published nothing else, and 
why she shuns publicity.  

Colbert is a retired teacher and 
principal.  After 39 years as an educator, 
she enjoys doing portrayals, re-enactments, 
and book reviews for clubs, libraries, senior 
citizen groups, and the Emeritus Program 
at Richland College.

Senior Social Hour @ the Library Teen Guitar Hero World Tour 
Tournament

On Saturday, March 19, from 2 to 
5 p.m., teens may compete for prizes in a 
Nintendo Wii Guitar Hero World Tour 
tournament.  Teams will consist of one to 
four players and the team with the highest 
score at the end of the tournament wins.  
Prizes are iTunes gift cards.  A list of songs 
to choose from will be available at the 
Children’s Desk at each Garland library 
location.

Participants must be ages 12-18.  This 
event is free and will be held at the South 
Garland Branch Library.  For more 
information, call 972-205-3934.

Spring Storytimes Schedule
Central Library

625 Austin Street, 972-205-2517
Because of planned renovations at the 

Central Library, Spring Storytimes have 
been cancelled.  Please take advantage of 

Storytimes at another library location.

Walnut Creek Branch Library
3319 Edgewood Drive, 972-205-2585

Family Storytime
Thursdays at 7 p.m.

North Garland Branch Library
3845 North Garland Avenue, 972-205-2804

Bouncing Babies (birth to 18 mos.)
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.

Toddler Storytime (18-36 mos.)
Fridays at 10 a.m.

Preschool Storytime (3-5 yrs.)
Fridays at 11 a.m.

South Garland Branch Library
4845 Broadway Boulevard, 972-205-3933

Toddler Storytime (18-36 mos.)
Wednesdays at 10 a.m.

Preschool Storytime (3-5 yrs.)
Wednesdays at 11 a.m.

Family Storytime
Saturdays at 10:30 a.m.

downloadable books, 
online homework help, 
book clubs and newsletters, 
and online subscription 
resources.  Programs have 
been relocated, with the 
exception of Spring 
Storytimes which have 
been cancelled at the 
Central Library.  

Please ask for 
assistance if you have 
difficulty finding the 
materials you need.  
Library staff will be glad to help you.  
Updates on the status of construction and 
information about programming and services 
are available on the library’s website, 
www.nmls.lib.tx.us, or by phone at 
972-205-2502 (Adult Services), 
972-205-2516 (Children’s Services), or 
972-205-2524 (Circulation Services).

Renovation Work Underway 
at Central Library

          Ms. Garland 
  Senior Classic Pageant

The Ms. Garland Senior Classic 
Pageant, set for March 31, is an 
opportunity for ladies aged 60+ to 
change the image most people have of 
aging.  The beauty is what you stand for 
and who you are as a person.  You don’t 
have to sing or dance.  Past participants 
demonstrated oil painting or flower 
arranging, recited poetry or presented 
interpretive readings. For information, 
contact Rusty Maxwell at 972 205-2881 
or rmaxwell@garlandtx.gov.  Application 
deadline is February 18. 

First Friday 
Frolics

Are you ready to add some extra 
excitement to your life?  If you’re 50+, it is 
time to join the Garland Senior Activity 
Center (GSAC) on the first Friday of every 
month to kick up your heels and let down 
your hair (if you still have any).  At GSAC, 
we are stepping outside the box.  Watch the 
Silver Scoop (http://bit.ly/silverscoop) for 
information about Texas Honky Tonks, 
Cultural Capers, and Ultimate Adventures. 

Texas Honky Tonks are fun to visit; 
Cultural Capers will engage you in ventures 
of nature, art, frivolity or traditions; and 
Ultimate Adventures will have you 
discovering your daring, courageous and bold 
self.  You will be exclaiming, “If my kids 
could see me now!”  

www.GarlandTx.gov
Bookmark it and visit regularly for the latest  

city government news and information.

Artist’s rendering of one of 
the columns in the 
children’s area, which will 
have a safari theme.
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Jazz, IMProv, kunG Fu, and FaMIly Fun at the reC Centers

The Garland Adopt-A-Park Program 
provides an opportunity for individuals and 
groups to beautify Garland parks by 
removing litter and graffiti, and planting 
flowers and shrubs with approval. To get 
involved with the Adopt-A-Park Program, 
contact Rick Case at 972-205-3594 or 
rcase@garlandtx.gov.

Summer Jobs!
The Parks, Recreation & Cultural Arts Department is hiring staff for the summer pool season.  

Lifeguards and swim instructors start at $8.75 per hour; guest services positions start at $7.75.  
Lifeguard classes start on March 14, April 8 and May 6.  Apply online at www.garlandhr.com, and 
call 972-205-2750 to register. 

Jazz Dance
February 2 – February 28 
Ages 6 years and up 
Times vary by age 
$35 per child 
Audubon Recreation Center
Learn basic leaps, 
turns, and kicks, 
while focusing 
on arm and 
leg techniques.  
Contact Audubon 
Recreation 
Center for 
more information at 972-205-3991 or 
arc@garlandtx.gov.

Safe Kids
March 7 
Ages 5 - 12 years 
4:30 – 5:15 p.m. 
$10 per child 
Gale Fields Recreation Center
Prepare your child 
to do the right 
thing as they learn 
how dangerous 
a situation can 
become whenever 
a gun is involved.  
Contact Gale 
Fields Recreation 
Center for more information at 972-205-3090 
or frc@garlandtx.gov.

Improv Comedy 101
February 3 – February 24 
Ages 16 years and up 
5 – 6 p.m. 
$50 per person 
Granger Recreation Center
Learn how to 
create characters, 
think on your 
feet, find the 
story within the 
scene, and the 
delivery and 
timing of lines.  
Contact Granger 
Recreation Center for more information at 
972-205-2771 or grc@garlandtx.gov.

Have an eye for 
photography?  
Capture compelling 
still photos while 
getting to know 
Garland from a 
different point of 
view.  Shutterbugs 
of all ages can showcase their work for the 
community to enjoy.  Photos submitted must be 
taken within the Garland city limits and may be 
up to 8”x10” in size.  All submissions must be 
mounted on a white foam board with a one inch 
border.  Prizes will be awarded for first place in 
each category and best in show.  All entries must 
be submitted at Holford Recreation Center from 
March 28 to April 9.  Winners will be announced 
April 15.  The Youth Division is for those 18 
years and younger; the Adults Division is for those 
19 years and up.  Categories are People/Children, 
Nature/Plants, Animals/Wildlife, Scenery 
including Cityscapes, Abstract/Composite, and 
Mobile Phone Pictures.  Entry fee is $5 per entry. 
Up to four photos may be submitted per category.  
For more information, call 972-205-2772 or email 
hrc@garlandtx.gov.

Kung Fu 
February 2 – February 28 
Ages 6 - 15 years 
Mondays, 7 – 8 p.m.,  
Tuesdays, 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  
and Saturdays, 1 – 2 p.m.  
$40 per person 
Hollabaugh Recreation Center
Perform the five basic animal styles of Kung 
Fu while learning correct 
execution of basic kicking, 
punching, and stance 
techniques.  Contact 
Hollabaugh Recreation 
Center for more information 
at 972-205-2721 or 
hhrc@garlandtx.gov.

Girls Just Wanna Have Fun Camp
March 14 – March 18 
10 – 11:30 a.m. 
Ages 6 - 9 years 
$45 per child 
Holford Recreation Center
Learn about proper 
nail care, how to braid 
hair, and makeup 
education.  Enjoy girl 
talk while learning 
manners and table 
etiquette.  Contact 
Holford Recreation 
Center for more information at 972-205-2772 or 
hrc@garlandtx.gov.

Sweetheart Dance
The Atrium at the Granville Arts Center 
Friday, February 4 
Age: 4 - 7 years ~ 6 - 8 p.m. 
Age: 8 - 12 years ~ 8:30 - 10:30 p.m. 
Sugar and 
spice and 
everything 
nice!  Dads, 
granddads, 
and uncles, 
catch a 
shooting star 
with your 
little angel 
to a night of 
heavenly fun!  
The evening 
includes 
dinner, 
dancing, and a 
5 x 7” photo, 
plus each little 
angel will receive her very own ribbon halo. If you 
have an angel in each age group, you may pick 
your time.  
For more information, contact Granger Recreation 
Center at 972-205-2771, or Holford Recreation 
Center at 972-205-2772.  Admission is 
$14/person or $12/person if registered online.  
Register by February 3 in person at any 
Garland Recreation Center or register online at 
garlandparks.com.


